
The Science Lab

TEACHER’S GUIDE II: USING STELLARIUM 
ON A COMPUTER

Stellarium can be used free-of-cost after downloading the free software on a 
computer or a mobile device. It can also be used online, on your web browser. In this 
Teacher’s Guide, you will find a few basic steps to install and demonstrate the software 
to your students on a computer. 

Step 1: Install Stellarium

Visit www.stellarium.org on your web browser. On the top of the page, click on 
the link that matches the operating system of your computer to start downloading 
Stellarium. Follow the steps that appear on the screen to install it. Open the software 
by clicking on its icon.

Step 2: Familiarize yourself with the icons on the opening screen. Use the cursor to 
view the icons on the left and bottom panels. 

The selected 
location, date 
and time are 
indicated here

Pause/unpause 
time here

Bring the cursor to the left of the screen 
to see the left panel.

Bring the cursor to the  bottom of the screen to 
see the bottom panel.

Direction

Click to close
the software

Choose your operating system from here to 
download and run the application.

http://www.stellarium.org


Step 3: You can set the location using the ‘Location window’ on the left panel. Select your location 
using either Method 1 or Method 2.

Step 4: You can set the date and time using the ‘Date/time window’ on the left panel. 

Step 5: You can now explore Stellarium to find out more about a celestial object (like its altitude 
from an observer on Earth)

Method 1: Step 1
Type the location of your interest.

Method 1: Step 2
Select the location from the list
that appears on the screen.

Method 2: 
Select your 
location by 
clicking on 
the map.

Use the arrows or type the number.

Step 1: Click on
the object in 
the sky to get 
its details.

Step 2: Note 
down the value
of altitude (Alt)
in degrees.

Icon on left panel

Icon on left panel

The Sun as visible 
on the main screen
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Web-version of Stellarium:

This is the opening screen of the 
web version on a computer.

Click to set 
location

Click to set 
date and time, 
and pause/
unpause time 

If you are unable to install Stellarium on your computer, but have a good internet connection, then 
try using Stellarium directly on the website https://stellarium-web.org/. The screen looks slightly 
different and simpler here:

·	 The icons to set the location, date and time are clearly visible on the screen and easy to identify. 

·	 The icon to pause time is inside the date and time window. 

·	 Spotting the altitude (Alt) of any celestial object is easier. Click on the object to see the 
information pop-up on the left side of the screen.

This website can also be viewed on your mobile phone, but the wider screen of a computer provides a 
better experience.

mailto:vijeta.raghuram@apu.edu.in
 https://stellarium-web.org/

