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KRISHNAN'S CAST: CURTAIN CALL%"
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We meet some of M Krishnan's more interesting in your neighbourhood? Who had strayed in? Which
neighbours in his piece titled 'Voices of Intolerance’ animals did you see protesting? What cues did they use

(for example, what sounds did they make) to communicate
the presence of the intruder? Who do you think they were
communicating to and why? How different was this from
the demonstration that Krishnan observed (for example, in
the cast of characters and their roles in the demonstration)?
Did you sense any emotions in this display?

We see some bits of this cast again in the Snippet titled
'Krishnan's Cast': (b) Cassia leaves; (c) Yellow-billed babbler,
which Krishnan refers to as a white-headed babbler;

(d) Palm squirrel tail; (g) Mango flower; (h) Rose-ringed
parakeet; and (I) The beak and head of a house crow.

Some questions to think about:

Q1. Which of Krishnan's neighbours are also your
neighbours? How many were you able to recognise?

Q2. Which of Krishnan's neighbours did you find hard to
place? Why?

Q3. You may have noticed that 'Krishnan's Cast' has a red
herring to match each of his neighbours. These are (or
belong to) other plants and birds that may or may not be
part of your neighbourhood but are related to Krishnan's
neighbours in some way. Do you recognise any of them?
Have you seen any of them in your neighbourhood?

Q4. Krishnan also mentions a large owl, a hawk, and a
coconut tree in his story. He thinks about the first two.
The third makes an appearance. If you were invited to add
one feature of a coconut tree to the puzzle, what feature
would you choose and why? And what would you choose
as a matching red herring?

Q5. Krishnan invites us to look more closely at the plants

and animals in our neighbourhood—not just at their Which feature of a coconut tree would you choose?

phy5|cal features but also at how they behave and their Credits: Coconut palms, Pixabay. URL: https://pixabay.com/photos/

emotional states. Have you noticed a similar demonstration palm-trees-coconut-trees-tropical-3058728]. License: CCO.

Notes:

1. To read M Krishnan's piece titled ‘Voices of Intolerance’, turn to page 4. Source of the image used in the background of the article title:
19 of this issue. Jigsaw pieces. Credits: Wounds_and_Cracks, Pixabay. URL: https://

2. To revisit the Snippet titled 'Krishnan's Cast', turn to page 43 of this pixabay.com/photos/puzzle-piece-tile-jig-jigsaw-game-3306859).

License: CCO.

5. Sources of the images used in the visual puzzle in the Snippet
'Krishnan's Cast':

issue.

3. To read more about M Krishnan, check out his Biography titled
‘Nature's Passionate and Meticulous Chronicler' by Varun Sharma on
page 4 of this issue.
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Alexandrine parakeet. Credits: Charlesjsharp from Sharp
Photography, sharpphotography.co.uk, Wikimedia Commons. URL:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Alexandrine_parakeet_
(Psittacula_eupatria_eupatria)_male.jpg. License: CC-BY-SA.

Cassia fistula leaves. Credits: bowonpat, freepik. URL: https://www.
freepik.com/premium-photo/golden-shower-cassia-fistula-flower-
leaves-white-background_25922640.htm.

Yellow-billed babbler. Credits: Dharani Prakash, Wikimedia
Commons. URL: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Yellow-
billed_Babbler_(Turdoides_affinis)_by_Dharani_Prakash.jpg.
License: CC-BY-SA.

Palm squirrel tail. Credits: Hari K Patibanda. URL: https://www.flickr.
com/photos/krishnacolor/51400366812/. License: CC-BY.

Malabar giant squirrel tail. Credits: Brian Scott. URL: https://www.
flickr.com/photos/brianscottgb/49552998332/. License: CC-BY-ND.
Indian jungle crow beak. Credits: J. M. Garg, Wikimedia Commons.

URL: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Indian_Jungle_
Crow_I3-Bharatpur_IMG_8466.jpg. License: CC-BY-SA.

Chitra Ravi works at Azim Premji University, Bangalore.

Mango flower. Credits: mr_tentacle. URL: https://www.flickr.com/
photos/mr_tentacle/212641723/. License: CC-BY-NC-ND.

Rose-ringed parakeet. Credits: Charlesjsharp from Sharp
Photography, sharpphotography.co.uk, Wikimedia Commons. URL:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Rose-ringed_parakeet_
(Psittacula_krameri_manillensis).jpg. License: CC-BY-SA.

Jungle babbler. Credits: Fitindia, Wikimedia Commons. URL: https://
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jungle_babbler_2.jpg. License:
CC-BY-SA.

Tamarind flowers. Credits: Ton Rulkens from Mozambique,
Wikimedia Commons. URL: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Tamarind_flowers.jpg. License: CC-BY-SA.

Delonix regia leaves. Credits: Yash raina, Wikimedia Commons. URL:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Gulmohar_%28Delonix_
regia%29_leaves.jpg. License: CC-BY-SA.

House crow beak. Credits: Timothy A. Gonsalves, Wikimedia
Commons. URL: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:House_

Crow_Sandynullah_Ooty_Aug21_D72_20420.jpg. License: CC-BY-SA.
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