
DISCOVERY OF OXYGEN: NAMES
Here are the 10 scientists again. Below each of them is a plaque that carries their correct names.

Some quick questions:
• How many names did you guess correctly? 

• Which ones were particularly diffi cult to guess? Why? 

• Which of these scientists do you fi nd most interesting? 
Whose lives would you want to learn more about? 

• If you were invited to share clues that you had written 
yourself, what would you write about each of these 
scientists?

The story of the discovery of oxygen reveals many 
interesting aspects of the nature and practice of science. 
To read a brief version of the story, turn to the article 
‘The Discovery of Oxygen’ by Vijay Kumar Upadhyay on 
page 44 of this issue. If you would like to explore some 
of these aspects in more detail, please turn to page 61 of 
this issue. 

SNIPPETS
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Notes:

1. 	 Source of the image used in the background of the article title: Jigsaw 
pieces. Credits: Wounds_and_Cracks, Pixabay. URL: https://pixabay.com/
photos/puzzle-piece-tile-jig-jigsaw-game-3306859/. License: CC0.

2. 	 Sources of the images used in the Hall of Fame: 

(a) 	 John Mayow. Credits: John Mayow, Wikimedia Commons. URL: https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:John_Mayow.jpg. License: Public Domain. 

(b) 	 Antoine Lavoisier. Credits: Unknown author, Wikimedia Commons. URL: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Antoine_lavoisier.jpg. License: 
Public Domain. 

(c) 	 Philo of Alexandria. Credits: André Thevet, Wikimedia Commons. URL: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:PhiloThevet.jpg. License: Public 
Domain. 

(d) 	 Georg Ernst Stahl. Credits: Rettinghaus, Digital Portrait Index of graphic 
portraits of the early modern period, Wikimedia Commons. URL: https://
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Georg_Ernst_Stahl_crop.jpg. License: 
Public Domain. 

(e) 	 Leonardo Da Vinci. Credits: GDJ, Pixabay. URL: https://pixabay.com/
vectors/leonardo-da-vinci-portrait-line-art-6476535/. License: CC0. 

(f) 	 Robert Hooke. Credits: Rita Greer, Wikimedia Commons. URL: https://
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:14_Robert_Hooke._Pencil_Drawing.
jpg. License: Free Art License. 

(g) 	 Johann Joachim Becher. Credits: Unknown author, Wikimedia 
Commons. URL: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jjbecher.jpg. 
License: Public Domain. 

(h) 	 Joseph Priestley. Credits: Wellcome Collection. URL: https://www.
lookandlearn.com/history-images/YW004791V/Joseph-Priestley. License: 
CC-BY 4.0. 

(i) 	 Robert Boyle. Credits: https://pixel17.com, Wikimedia Commons. URL: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Honorable_Robert_Boyle_
Sketch.jpg. License: CC-BY-SA-2.0. 

(j) 	 Carl Wilhelm Scheele. Credits: Ida Falander (1842—1927), Wikimedia 
Commons. URL: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Carl_Wilhelm_
Scheele.png. License: Public Domain.
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