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CHALKING IT OUT

Study Buddies Chronicles

Dear Readers,

Welcome to Issue 6 of Chalk Out, where we invite you to pause and
reflect on the invaluable Study Buddies we encounter throughout our
lifelong learning journey.

Think back to those individuals who helped us decipher complex math
formulas or guided us in balancing chemical reactions. Consider the range
of study buddies we have encountered, from complete strangers who
became favourites to those hidden gems who offered their support from
behind the scenes. Each and every one of them has made a unique
contribution to shaping our lives.

We encourage you to delve into the profound impact your study buddies
have had on your learning expedition, adding a delightful melody to your
educational endeavours. For some, a study buddy may be a person, a
special place, a trusty slate pencil, a cherished book, or even a helpful
app. But for others, these companions have become inseparable parts of
their journey.

We hope the pages of this issue will help rekindle fond memories of your
childhood study buddies and inspire you to cherish the ones you have in
your life today.

Yours,
Chalk Out

An Ed-zine from the education students
of School of Arts and Sciences
Azim Premiji University, Bangalore
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MY SIX MUSKETEERS,
MY STUDY BUDDIES

i S =i

When the numbers one, two, and three come together, we get the
smallest perfect number—six. Similarly, in the story below, when
six students came together, they got perfect study buddies.
Kinshul’s experience assures us of the boons of the online world
whenever used aptly.

My Study Buddy was also the
name of a mobile app | used

while  preparing for the
National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (NEET).

It was not the usual study app
where you set goals or
reminders and tick them off
when you've accomplished
them—it was that and much
more. It was an app where
other real-time people were
studying with you. You had the
option of forming public or
private groups. Your friends or
completely random people
from across the world could
join the group. You could talk
and interact with them and
compare study hours.
Compare study hours? Yes, the
app was simple yet superb.

A big green button was present
that turned orange when
pressed, and the study timer
started. Then there was
another space where you could
write your daily goals and then,
of course, tick them off.

| had taken a drop year for the
exam, a lonely time. My friends
had gone to  different
universities, and my parents
had too great of an expectation
from me. | got stuck in the
same room with no human
contact.
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Study Buddy did what it was
supposed to do aptly. It
became my buddy, or should |
say it brought me more
buddies.

| got into a random group
named 'NEET 2022 dropouts',
and it was me, along with five
people who were also
dropouts. They knew well
what | was going through. We
became the six musketeers.
We solved each other's
doubts, family problems, and
romantic problems. We were
there for each other when no
one else was.

00
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Our friendship deepened, and
we switched to other apps.
Contact numbers and social
media accounts got shared,
and a group outside the app
came into being. For the first
time, we saw each other's
faces. For the last three
months, we were just names
on the other side of the
screen, but now, those names
have faces.




For some reason, we vowed to
never talk to each other after
our exam. We would not share
our results or rank; we would
not tell which college we got
into, and we would never get
into contact. Our friendship
was temporary, just like that
phase, and it made complete
sense then. We became
friends randomly and will end
it for the same reason we
became one.

No one will know if the others
passed or failed. It was a
friendship that was pure, no
strings attached.

We gave our exam on July
17th, and on the same day, we
spoke for the last time. We
deleted contact numbers,
blocked accounts, and the app
deleted for good.

o R S

No one will know if
the other passed
or failed. It was a
friendship that
was pure, no
strings attached.

e e

It has been roughly a year
since that date, and | did [I do]
miss them a lot. In curiosity, |
searched for the app, but it
was gone. No trace of it ever
existed, just like our
friendship.

| only wish they are doing
okay, my Six Musketeers, my
study buddies.

Kinshuk Ghosh

¥y Batch of 2022

B.Sc. B.Ed. Physics




iy

The termrain was rugged and the snow covered mountains stood tall;
It was the day of battle, there were no more chances to fall.

“THE COMPASS BOX "

e~

Snow covered (ands spread miles across, covered in tracks of running horses:
Stood against me a humongous army of reactions, equations, organisms and forces.

I was standing alone holding my nerve, for al( I had was a spear of pencil;
The army had ninja stars of multiplication, swords of subtraction ready to kill.

And thus began the war, that was announced to go on for three hours;
The bells rang and the army started marching, I was trembling for I had no powers.

“Hello Buddy” came a call from moon away, I (ocked over to see who it was:
My only soldier came marching on the foot, and war came to a mild pause.

The soldier came with the armer of scale, the bow of protractor and arrow of compass
Relieved T was because he had not given up on me, he was there so I could pass.

Yes you quessed it right, the ALL favorite compass box is the buddy I am talking about;
You see how we are merely the pawns of the war but he is the real scout.



He helps us fight with those pointy and scary geometry figures. he helps us write:
He helps us neatly border the paper so that for that one extra cleanliness mark we can
fight.

He has seen the best of us where we pay attention to class and talie notes nicely;
He has seen the worst of us where we play pen fights while hiding from the teacher
wisely.

He is not just a study buddy he is the companion, teacher and quide that all of us had.
He gave us confidence in the worst of the time, he taught us to face the good and the bad.

Its not that al( the wars I fought were won, because I had my only soldier with me; But
I did not (ose hope till the end, because I kinew that the soldier will always be.

Ramkrishna A. Joshi

B.Sc. Physics (Hons.)

", Batchof2020
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Just like students, teachers have study buddies too! f

eacher Feature
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% INTERVIEW

In this piece, several teachers share about their
study buddies and how these buddies have helped

them in teaching!

'My Experiences with the Children'

has always been my study buddy! Tt lets
me do mistakes +o learn from them, never
gives direct solutions, and never ever

judges mel
Madhura Rajvanshi

Kamala Nimbkar Balbhavan, Phaltan,

Maharashtra

My mother, who is my
own guru Is my
lighthouse, showing me
my direction as \ guide
myown studentsnow.
Pranali Pranjal

Palak Shala, Sonale,

Maharashtra

TEACHING (N YOUNGER GRADES - WHERE | FOUND MY COLLEAGUES TO BE
THE ULT(MATE "BUDDY SYSTEM"- THEY WENT FROM CO-WORKERS TO COOL-

WORKERS, KEEPING ME SANE AND SURVIVING GLITTER EXPLOSIONS AND TINY

TORNADOES OF CHAQS TOGETHER.

Paridhi Seventra

Seedling Nursery Branch, Udaipur, Rajasthan




"eroup studies: Amp\ifqing
Adeen Aot % 'S’FI—QF g1y learning beyond. screens )

BHY G - Friel el topics fostering diverse thinking
feTT integrated approach daGR 8l g
ST | and- empowering confide

self-expression.”
Kalpita Dandavate f P :

Kamala Nimbkar Balbhavan, Phaltan, Smitha Vasudevan

Maharashtra Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan's

Sri Venkateswara Vidyalaya

Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh

M_L/ sfua/y buddies have been books

_ and my friends. | ery'oy reaa/ing and like bringing up fun
_ facts while *a//eing fo my friends. Whenever any of my friends
have doubts we discuss them fill the time we 9e7‘ a conclusion
or end up with convincing argumenfs. | believe that this has

he/lpeo/ me fo recvtify our mistakes while +eaching children and
know what works best for children.

J Sujatha
Visakhapatnam, Manna Full Gospel Church, Andhra Pradesh

Organized by
Jioo Nimkar
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In this heartfelt narrative, Kalyani recounts her journey

through schooling and how her brother emerged as a

beacon of support and became her ultimate study

companion. Through a series of bittersweet experiences,

Kalyani's story will make you nostalgic!
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Batch of 2021

=

BSc. B.Ed. Biology -



- e

R

__ AMelodicT

In the realm of melody’s embrace,
Where Shastriya sangeet finds its grace,

A tale of harmony would unfold,

Of a bond worth more than gold.

Together we sail through the raagas’ expanse,
Seeking solace in the swaras, like a divine dance,

A symphony of alaap,

welcoming the milaap of minds and hearts.

In the twilight hours, we pour over scriptures old,
Savouring the verses, khayals yet untold,
Side by side, we delve into the ancient bandish

Deciphering the meaning of traditional wish.

N

- J Through arduous hours of diligent toil, .
The Tanpura’s presence would never recoil,
A constant companion, through Aaroha and Avaroha,
joys and strife, shaping a musical life.
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]éyashree Mahajan '

1 B.Sc.Biology

B B ~ Batch of 2020
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.. otudy Bbuddies AGross

e &enerations

oo In her quest to understand the similarities and differences in

Ee Setat studying experiences across generations, Janani turned to her

ok 2 mother and her grandmother, who had been out of school for

R over [0 years. As they exchanged stories and reminisced, a
tapestry of generational knowledge and camaraderie began to
unfold, revealing the enduring importance of study buddies in

navigating the challenges of education throughout time.

Er scan for the interview
1 - (08:31 mins)

W Interviewed by . k)

Janani Abirami =

BSc. B.Ed. Biology ™




My HBuddybiography

= Lol
A V&J.‘.f-"m-..ﬁ

Buddies aze always constant in life,
But | kept backstabbing mine with a knife.
For | never just stuck with one,

s | was always on a «un.

| was just one year old, =l ;ﬁ
When my fizst fairytale statted to unfold.
He was tall and had a claim, N
That Mx. Slatepencil was his name. ety .. 7
Even though we didn't last long,
Sl 7 He trained me to be strong. B
L He allowed me to make mistakes, g
But also taught me to take retakes. it

The next one was special,
s he is forever essential.
Froma carpenter to scientist,

M. Pencil's employees aze a very long list.



With sharpener and exasex on his team,

= Lol
A V&J.‘.f-"m-..ﬁ

He is always sharp and supreme.

Even if he makes his errors disappear,

He teaches to take efforts to make the xight appea.

The next one is not preferred by many,

Because his blunders can’t be censored by any.

& % His wardrobe resembles the wainbow, /
v ol ";52
)@%ﬂ % (nd yet Mx. Pen has no power to stop his overflow. kel
' k "'-';,'?'-:- .\._ ;
From KG to now, they have seen it all, S i 1
One or the other was there in my raise and fall. NG,
Even though all of them helped me in my studies,
T Mx. Pencil was the best of buddies. G = N
Floaefinery o WY : el e
f_’,_{{‘_"":“":’l'l_' o S 1
Akhila P W L

W TACLE TST4

B.Sc. B.Ed. Biology
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Durmg the COVID-19 yamfemzc many of us foum{ [qptqps and online
meetmgs to be our new com}mmons in [earmng }[owever, many also foum[
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learning partners in more ... traditional media. Vinod describes his pandemic (=

journey, and how books 5ecame an inseparable part of his life, in his J’"‘fﬁ : |
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LEARNING AND TEACHING ARE ALWAYS INTERLINKED. HITIKA HAS SHARED
HOW HER STUDY BUDDIES HAVE MADE HER A GOOD LEARNER AND
TEACHER IN HER STUDY JOURNEY. SHE ALSO HAD HER STUDY BUDDIES
EVOLVED IN THIS PROCESS, OVER THE YEARS. SCAN THE QR CODES AS
SHE GIVES US GLIMPSES OF HER EXPERIENCES.

¥

Scan for the audio
(03:16 mins)

Scan for the translation Scan for the transcript

Hitika Gilhotfa
B.Sc B.Ed Biology

Batch of 2022
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DEAR DIARY ‘4

MAMMA’S MAGICAL QUESTIONS

| study with my Mamma at my home. She explains
to me what | find difficult in school. When | have
a question, instead of answering it she asks me
more questions. Sometimes | don't enjoy that but
then somehow | understand everything.

She even helps me with my math homework. She
uses Hindi words like jodna, ghataana to explain
math to me. |t is so easy that | don't know why
my teacher doesn’t use them. But now | know, the
teacher and mamma mean the same thing. Before
the maths exam, Mamma does sums with me and
asks me if she has made mistakes.

Though she teaches me,
sometimes she makes

mistakes too! | like ‘,
S
correcting her errors, o
I . 2
that's the only time 9
o
when | can scold her =
)
for making mistakes. S

Mamma and | are studying
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That is how | remember what not to do during
exams. When | get bored while reading a story, she
acts and recites stories to me. She also gives me
other non-school books to read stories from. | enjoy
them very much. My study buddy makes me study
anywhere. Yesterday, we went to a garden, there,
my Mamma showed me different trees, birds, and
animals. She started asking me questions about
which tree bears fruits, and which doesn’t.

| actually like that Mamma is my study buddy,
that's how | get to spend more time with her, she
lets me ask doubts, she doesn’t beat me for making
mistakes, and she gives me chocolate or ice cream
treats when she thinks | did a lot of work.

Radhika
Grade Y

As imagined by
Asma Memon
B.Sc. B.Ed. Mathematics
Batch of 2020
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SROM THOSE ON THE FRONTLINES

Despite being enrolled in a primary school, the children of a migrant worker
community in Bengaluru face several challenges in accessing learning and
education. Seeing this, a group of undergraduate students came together to help
students bridge some learning gaps. Join Anany Ranjan, Manasvi Sahu, and

Priyanshu Kaushik, as they discuss their experiences of teaching the children,

understanding their community and coming together to learn.

~_SCAN FOR THE INTERVIEW: |8 Kf,’ﬁ 5
(28:53 MINS) y - 'j-

Interviewed by ' :
Janani Abirami, BSc. B.Ed.
» Biology, Batch of 2020
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Discover the heartwarming tale of 'A Man Called Ove' - a journey of friendship,

resilience, and the search for a true companion. Dive into this beloved story, now a

cherished motion picture adored by audiences worldwide.

In the heartwarming novel "A Man
Called Ovue," author Fredrik Backman
takes readers on a captivating
jourmney - that = highlights  the
trans_formaﬁue power of unexpected
friendships and the profound lmpdct
of finding a true "buddy." Through the
character of Oue, a gfumpg and
solitary old man, the story

beautifL_LLLg captures the essence of .

human  connection and  the
rema_rhable changes it can bring.

Ove is ‘a man: who has r.esigned
himself to a life of ‘solitude and
routine. He has a rigid way of living,
an unwavering set of principles, and
a deep grief that seems to define
him. Howeuver,  everything c'hanges
“when new neighbors, a young couple
- named Parvaneh and Patrick, and
their two chiLdren, come crashing

into Ove's life. These newcomers,

with their vivacity and unwavering
determination, disrupt Oue's well-
ordered existence and set in motion
a series of events that force him to
reassess his pribritles and open his
heart.
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One of t_he most compétlihg aspects
of "A Man Called Ove" is the

explbrat'lon of Ove's _joum_ey in

finding a new companion, or "buddy."
Parvaneh, in particular, plays a
pivotal role in Ove's transformation.
With unwavering determination and
a kind-hearted spirit, she refuses to
allow Ove's gruff exterior to deter
her. Thrqugh her  (patient
compcmionshlp, she graduallg chips
away at his hardened shell, teaching
him that life is meant to be shared,
even amidst griéf and adversity.

The supporting characters in the
novel also play a significant role in
Ove's transformation. There's Rune,

Ove's former best friend, whose

compLicat'ed retations_hip with Ove
holds a Rey to understanding his
character. '
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n_elghbors in Oue's community, ec1ch

with their quirks and stories, who

‘become an source of
companionship and subpoft for Ove.
- Togéther, they form a bond that not
only rescues Ove from his self-
imposed  isolation  but  also
demonstrates the transformative

power of genuine companionship.

unlikely

Backman's writing style is simple yet
evocative, sRilfully imbuing his
characters  with  depth  and
authenticity. Ove's gruff demeanour

and no-nonsense attitude make him
endearing and

simultaneously
eanpefatir}g.

themselves rooting for 'him even
when he stubbong clings to his old
wags The dialogue is sharp and
infused with humor, provuiding
levity amidst the
introspective and poignant scenes.

Readers  find

moments = of

~ "A Man Called Ove" serves as a
: "powerfuL reminder that the presence
of a true buddy can bring about
magn'iﬁceht‘ changes.
that true friendship can blossom in
the most unexpected circumstances
and  that  compassion  and
understanding can heal even the
deepest wounds. Backman sRillfully
weaves together themes of Love, Loss,
and redemption, creating a :

- will resonate with readers long after

the remarkable transformations that

stubborn and solitary momek'nts,rthe

storytelling, and exploration of the
‘transformative power of friendship,

celebrates the profound impact of

It teaches us
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narrative  that tugs qt’ the
~ heartstrings and leaves a lasting
impact.

Querall, "A Man Called Ouve" is a
captivating and uplifting novel that

they turn the f'mdL page. It highlights

occur when genuine companionship
enters our lives. Through the
character of QOue, FredrirR Backman
portrays the beauty of human
connection and the pbwer‘ of finding
a-'‘true "buddy." This heartfelt tale
reminds us that even in our most

presence of a companion can bring
about extraordinary changes.' With
its endearing characters, genuine

"A Man CalLed Ove" is a must-read
c1nd a must-watch for those: seehmg
a touching and inspiring storg that

companionship. -



These are some questions you could take away from this

issue and hopefully Chalk Out answers of your own!

What is the value a study buddy can bring to a learner's life?

What are the effects of social media and technology on
making study buddies in today's tirhes?_ In what ways do
family conditions and school situations play arole in a '
person making study buddies?

How can a teacher create an environment where all
students treat each other as buddies? What could the pros
and cons (if any) be of creating such a classroom
environment? | '

What's the difference between study buddies and friends?
Do they overlap? Are they the same? '

‘How have study buddies changed and evolved across [
generations in your circles? £ |

How have interactions with your study buddies changed
over the course of your life? =
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| Moét-_impo_rt'an’itl}‘ié ybti, dear readers, for whom this is all meant.
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'Study buddtes are the chenshed notes in the symphony of our
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Iearmng Journeys -




