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"an emergent property of interaction 
among organisms". But, Lynn's support 
of this highly-critiqued hypothesis 
earned her a considerable amount of 
displeasure from the scientific community. 
Today, this hypothesis has evolved 
considerably, becoming a potentially 
viable and testable scientific hypothesis 
or theory. Some scientists even believe 
that the Gaia hypothesis offers us 
a better understanding of complex 
environmental problems.

Personal life
In 1957, Lynn married the renowned 
astronomer Carl Sagan, who she met 
as a graduate student in Physics while 
studying at the University of Chicago. 
The couple had two sons — Dorian 

Sagan became a famous science writer 
(refer Fig 4), while Jeremy Sagan 
founded ‘Sagan Technology’. Lynn 
and Sagan were divorced seven years 
later. Then, in 1967, Lynn married the 
crystallographer Thomas N. Margulis, 
and had two kids with him. But, by 
1980, this second marriage had also 
come to an end. When Lynn was asked 
about her unsuccessful married life, 
she expressed her belief that it was 
not possible to balance the duties of 
a wife and a scientist simultaneously 
— one had to let go of one thing to 
concentrate on the other. 

Throughout her life, Lynn advocated 
science education, especially in less 
developed countries. She was admired 
and respected by students across the 
globe. She held the view that the more 
students were encouraged to explore the 
basis of life, the more they’d understand 
the numerous symbiotic associations 
around them and, consequently, the idea 
of evolution. She said, “If you really want 
to study evolution, you've got to go 
outside sometime, because you'll see 
symbiosis everywhere!”

Lynn gave talks all over the world, serving 
as a member of many associations and 
committees. She worked with NASA, and 
wrote many books, film scripts, and 
articles. These, for example, included 
books like ‘Symbiosis in cell evolution’ 
(1981), ‘Origins of Sex: Three Billion Years 
of Genetic Recombination’ (1986), ‘Micro- 
cosmos Colouring Book’ (1988), ‘Mystery 

Dance: On the Evolution of Human 
Sexuality’ (1991), ‘What Is Life?’ (1995), 
and ‘Symbiotic planet’ (1998).

Awards and acclaim 
Lynn has many honours to her credit. 
She was elected to both the National 
Academy of Sciences and The Russian 
Academy of Natural Sciences. She also 
received honorary doctorates from several 
universities. In March 2000, President 
Bill Clinton presented the U.S. National 
Medal of Science to her. In 2008, she 
was awarded the ‘Darwin-Wallace Medal 
of the Linnaean Society of London’. Her 
papers are permanently archived at 
the Library of Congress. Just a few 
days before her untimely death, she 
was included in the list of twenty most 
influential scientists alive — one of only 
two women on this list, which includes 
scientists such as James Watson, Jane 
Goodall and Stephen Hawking.

On November 22nd, 2011, Lynn Margulis 
died of a haemorrhagic stroke. She was 
73 years old. In an interview published 
in the April 2011 issue of the magazine 
Discover, she was asked “Do you ever 
get tired of being called controversial?” 
Lynn Margulis replied to this question by 
stating that: “I don’t consider my ideas 
controversial. I consider them right”. 
Such was the conviction of this great 
crusader of evolutionary biology, who 
worked relentlessly towards resolving 
the mysteries shrouding the evolving of 
life on this planet.

Fig. 4. Lynn Margulis co-authored many 
books with her son Dorian Sagan.
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