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Denisovans shared their origins with 
Neanderthals, and were spread across 
Siberia to South East Asia. Genetic 
studies have indicated that modern 
humans interbred with this species as 
well, and between 3-5% of the DNA of 
modern-day Melanesians and Aboriginal 
Australians come from Denisovans. In 
fact, the specific gene-variant that 
allows native Tibetans to survive better 
than others in the low-oxygen and high 
altitude conditions of their homeland 
is likely to have been acquired from our 
Denisovan ancestors8. 

The only Homo species, other than 
ours, to have survived to modern times 
may have been Homo floresiensis. This 

species is believed to have evolved from 
migrating populations of Homo erectus, 
and lived on the geographically isolated 
island of Flores in Indonesia. Some 
studies suggest that they may have 
survived on this island till about 12,000 
years ago — long after the island was 
also inhabited by our own species! 

Conclusion 
The story of evolution of our genus 
and species attempts to (at least partly) 
answer some of our eternal questions 
— who are we, where do we come from, 
and where are we headed. But it is 
also fascinating because it presents a 
good example of how scientists work: 

hypothesizing, assiduously piecing 
together evidence over generations, 
building on findings and contributions 
of others, discarding hypotheses that 
are no longer tenable in the face of new 
evidence, and, of course, the occasional 
strokes of serendipity! This story draws 
from fields as diverse as anthropology, 
geology, biology, anatomy, physics, 
chemistry, and molecular biology 
— and can thus also be used as an 
example of how different scientific 
fields are brought together to answer 
questions that were once considered 
‘unanswerable’ or outside the ‘scientific 
magisterium’. 

Note: Credits for the article title and the image used in its background: D'où venons-nous? Que sommes-nous? Où allons-nous? Paul Gauguin (oil on canvas), 
Museum of Fine Arts Boston, Wikimedia Commons. URL: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Paul_Gauguin_-_D%27ou_venons-nous.jpg. License: CC-BY-SA. 
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