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Carficeg a8 secoymterma’ No jokes] Dion't think of humin corpese - Mink dadpmpogition. When a bire animal ke 8
wiid bufialc; sambar, giraffe or 2ebra diez in the forest or-ogttle tlox on the road, their careacs (desd bodiee] becomeg
an oot - thi starting point for rmw. geta of fpod thaire and food webe, but with 3 offarmmoe. Tha prooess of
dacompnettion wieline thiz scoeuston

1z eawy to maging fhis on tand, but in oceany? The procees of corpie decay in cesany hag & snecial name — Whale
Fall. Whar, whatie dia, thay pither al washed oo the shore o Sink- 1o tha ot of the cosmr Whim fhil lstier
happent, ff offors & feasl o 1he communtly of nverfebrides and microbos fhat e af dephs of S0C-F00m bikow
the ceean surfacs

Seiavungere, fie hagfeh, leapier shanke, ratti fich and ampheoda, are the firef 1 faed nn the masty pert of fhe
narpace They deour the mugolas, visoeral prgane and blubhar of the uhale norpiee, leaving behvnd only ik dkelston
Dioee thiz sional the el of ita potaritial 10 fad othar fife-forme Mol Maring bidlapida, led by Dr Cray Smithy, haue

Some examples of bong-saling worms
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The hiodote elrfliad by het Cloadi-ank B opien ¥ A prosession of backuria that move Inko thews remaing. The fire!
hagkeria 0 enfer are anaerobic: These are folloused bl uefow mate of chemasimihedie culphpphie hacteria fhat cover
the: borw remiing of the whats About 200 diffarent sulphophilin hanterial spooizk bave harn foind feeding on whals

four] -thal dependding on it age, & whale eheetin nan held apuyuhers Betoesn -2 medrio tnnneg
of ofl. i #e bonea Thin i yumey onergy for hordee-of poluchaste worme, molkizes -and. unususl
crustaceant fhat descand on the whals's hony remaine:

OF fheze — the Done-aating viorm eads the show, whie ofhers fesd on ihe epdimends arpurnd the
whale: ghelebor: The Ouesdax or the bone-eifing worm has o mouth; stomach o auk, o egug ad
i loge. Af thie fan't urwsual EII":"Hth. thet rrialil g & gy fobla remeling dathin fe female. Famales, on
trie: oAhor haird, hene heauteid red plumies and roof-ike appandaged. Thess appendanes harbiour
many lipid-digesting symbictin banteria Whisn a fomale bone-worm enoourdens the skeletd romainie
of a decaying Wwhal, i usea fhess appendages o bore fhrough #is borss and reach fhe marroul
O then reach the marrow, the sumbioto batcteria break doun he lipids in fhe bone oil, mikseng
anargy fhat e worms uee: Varging with the sioeof fhe whase, fhi-process can fake a1 ast Ao
TEET

Chemoautotrophic
whale-fall community

Haatema mad, [wezeamgid) plams
m e sorkment, [alatheid] crata
polghons, & ofer imvertebrtes.
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Maring bictoniste from Monterey Bay Rouarium Recoarch Inethute report that the laet-stage:
whale-fall community s extraordinarily diveree; with ag many ag |90 diffarent speciaq: of
madrtReosdn commamitse Sading on o engle corieal Many of finoe secies are ot ooly
unite o whale-fall, they are -aleo noretantly forming new ecologioal nishes, with oranisem
that tiiavenage, pray on fham, or formiymbiotic: acsooiations with fhem! What'e mane = ehine
of theen tommunitios lagt quite long — overs ag much a8 50 yeare! =
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