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During my school visits over the past 15 years, I have 
experienced that in order to teach writing to children, 

they are often asked to copy what has been written in the 
books or on the blackboard, or in the form of answers to 
questions. This suppresses their creativity, and they always 
find it challenging to write independently. The same is 
also observed in the primary grades, where too, children 
do not get optimum opportunities for creative writing. 
Teachers often emphasise standardisation, grammar 
and spelling in writing. A tool for language proficiency 
in various grades over the past few months has revealed 
that around 40-50 percent of students from primary to 
middle grades find independent writing challenging.

Figure 1. Students write stories based on pictures from storybooks.

The National Achievement Survey (NAS) of the past few 
years shows a similar trend. For example, a class V student 
had to write a couple of lines on two different topics. The 
topics were connected to their experiences, but they 
were not able to do this exercise properly. From this 
experience, I derived that they are not getting practice of 
creative writing in their classroom. The issue begins at the 
primary level and worsens as it goes on to higher grades. 
To articulate thoughts and express them well, students 
need practice. Regular efforts are required in schools to 
support this.

Why creative writing?

Children in the primary grades are often immersed in 
their world of imagination and frequently express new 
thoughts. They also express their feelings uninhibitedly 
and have a deep eagerness to learn. Often, we are 
not able to make room for their imaginativeness and 
curiosity, and our education process continues in its 
conventional manner. If they are guided well at this stage 
in the process of learning to write, they can become 
better writers.

The objective of creative writing is to motivate children to 
think, articulate their experiences and move beyond the 
conventional structures of writing to create something 
new. Whether the children are in class II or V, they should 
be free to pursue their imaginations. They should be 
encouraged to write about their interests and given the 
opportunities to experiment with various styles and forms 
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Writing is a kind of conversation through which children express their experiences and thoughts. Whether 
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The objective of creative writing is to 
motivate children to think, articulate 
their experiences and move beyond 
the conventional structures of writing 
to create something new.
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of writing— whether it is a story, poem or writing based 
on real-life events.

In the process of creative writing, writers express 
their thoughts creatively and imaginatively through 
stories, poems, dramas, and other forms. These forms 
are brilliant opportunities for children to express their 
thoughts in novel and unique ways. Creative writing is 
not about standard writing rules or improving grammar 
or spelling; rather, it aims to encourage self-expression, 
build confidence and inspire a genuine interest in 
writing.

Creative writing: Classroom experiences
Creative writing does not merely give children an 
opportunity to put words on paper; it also becomes 
a unique medium for them to freely express their 
imagination, thoughts and feelings. It plays a supportive 
role in their mental and emotional development.

To encourage creative writing in children, teachers 
would need to adopt new and diverse strategies. For 
example, storytelling, creating stories from pictures, 
creating poems and drama exercises, and similar 
activities. Developing the school library and book 
exhibitions may also encourage creativity in children. 
Students need  to be given ample opportunities to 
develop their own perspective on a topic in creative 
writing sessions.

Story writing

Figure 2. A sample of a student’s creative writing.

The children’s responses during the creative writing 
activities throughout my school visits were truly 
unforgettable! In some classes, I asked the children 
to write stories, elaborating on their favourite places. 
Initially, they found it challenging to get started. But as 
they progressed and shared their thoughts, it was very 
satisfying to witness their creativity unfold. Children 
expressed their thoughts in interesting ways. Some 
children made a whole new world of imagination, while 
others described their favourite places with touching 
detail and emotion.

Later, I asked children to write based on pictures from 
selected books. These pictures were from Sharbat, Mili 
ki cycle, Oon ka Gola, Mimmi ke liye kya loon and Paka 
Aam books of the Barkha series. Based on the pictures, 
children penned their thoughts and feelings on paper. 
Inspired by a picture, one child wrote a story of a small 
village where everyone had a safe home. Through this 
process, the children got the opportunity to express 
their deepest feelings and imagination.

Poetry writing

I would encourage children to write poems as well. 
For this, children would be given some pictures and 
words. Initially, using words like ‘clouds’, ‘jungle’, 
‘fair’, ‘grandma’, ‘play’, ‘birds’, etc., children would 
collectively create poetry, writing one line each on 
the blackboard, and then they would write their own 
poems in their notebooks. It was interesting to see 
how children brought their feelings into the verses 
using simple words. Sometimes, they would get so 
excited that they would read their poem in front of the 
entire class. Once, a child wrote about a bird’s freedom 
as it flies in the sky, spreading its wings. The implied 
meaning in the poem touched the entire class. I have 
had diverse experiences with the creative abilities of 
children in various schools.

Daily diary writing

I observed that the writing skills of those students, with 
whom teachers regularly worked on diary writing, were 
significantly better than the others. During academic 
sessions, teachers shared their interesting experiences 
about the impact of daily diary writing in their schools. 

To encourage creative writing in 
children, teachers need to adopt 
new and diverse strategies, such as 
storytelling, creating stories from 
pictures, creating poems and drama 
exercises, etc.
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Among them, Mahesh ji, a teacher from Primary School 
Bairangana, spoke about the positive changes he noticed 
in students’ writing skills through consistent diary writing. 
He shared the positive effects of this practice, which 
helped students express themselves more confidently 
and led to noticeable improvement in their ability to 
articulate their thoughts.

After this, I visited Maheshji’s school. There, I asked the 
children to write about their experiences of visiting the 
trout fish farming ponds near the village. The children 
clearly and thoroughly recorded the fish farming process 
in their notebooks. This demonstrated that they not 
only understood the experience but were also able 
to express it effectively in their own words. It clearly 
reflected the progress in their experiential writing skills, 
giving credence to my view that to improve writing, daily 
diary writing should be a top priority. When I encouraged 
students to practise daily diary writing, I had no idea 
that this seemingly simple activity could bring such a 
significant positive transformation in their writing skills. 
Teachers also shared that, initially, some children saw 
diary writing as just another dull task, and for some, it 
felt completely new and difficult. But as time passed, this 
practice not only improved their writing but also boosted 
their confidence.

I told the children that the purpose of diary writing is 
not just to describe daily events, but also to express 

their thoughts, feelings and experiences in words. It 
not only encouraged them to write but also promoted 
their thinking ability and the process of self-reflection. 
In this writing process, it was observed that initially, 
their writing was simple and inconsistent, but as they 
continued doing it daily, their words gained depth. 
Earlier, they would only write things like ‘what I did 
today’, but over time, they began writing about the 
feelings and experiences related to their daily routines. 
For example, one day a student wrote, ‘Today I had 
a fight with my friend, but later I realised that I was 
wrong. Now I am thinking of accepting my mistake and 
apologising to him.’ Writing such thoughts not only 
improves their writing but also allows them to learn 
from their experiences. I explained to the children that 
the practice of diary writing would not only improve 
their spelling and grammar but also help them express 
their thoughts and ideas more clearly.

Diary writing also connected the children with the 
process of self-evaluation. When they thought about 
their day and wrote it down, they themselves understood 
what went well and what needed improvement. Many 
children felt that writing in the diary brought out their 
hidden emotions, helping them understand their 
problems and joys more clearly. Diary writing should 
not be seen merely as a classroom activity but should 
become a habit. I encouraged the children to consider 

Figure 3. A student’s attempt at poetry writing. Figure 4. A poem written by a student.
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the practice of diary writing as a creative and personal 
process, not just a school assignment. Their writing 
now shows confidence and maturity. This experience 
taught me that the main objective of a teacher is to help 
children grow not just academically, but also personally. 
Daily diary writing can be a very effective way to achieve 
this goal.

Conclusion 
I feel that creative writing is extremely important for 
the overall development of children. It not only gives 
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them an opportunity to improve their language and 
expression skills but also nurtures their imagination, 
confidence and problem-solving abilities. While 
working as a resource person, I understood that in 
the process of teaching writing, it is not enough to 
only teach correct writing, grammar or spelling — 
it is equally important to develop a child’s creative 
perspective. Children need the right environment and 
encouragement to express their creativity. To foster 
this, a teacher’s positive outlook and willingness to 
provide opportunities are essential.

Translated from Hindi. Translator: Bansi Sharma  Vetter: Bhumika Popli
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