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Divya, Kabir and Nayana's stories, though distinct, are
representative of the complex realities faced by children in
India. The barriers to education are multifaceted: health
issues like anaemia affecting over 50% of girls, social norms
like early marriage and domestic responsibilities, inadequate
infrastructure like the lack of toilets and safe transport, and
the constant pressure of economic necessity.

While learning outcomes, as shown by NAS 2021 data, may
show minimal gender disparity in overall scores, and girls
often outperform boys in language-based subjects, the fact
remains that many children, are denied the opportunity to
complete their education. The need for skill-based education
to retain students in higher grades is also crucial.
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This graph depicts the Net Attendance Ratio of
Upper Primary, Secondary and Senior Secondary
Grades combined. The total is 71.4%.

In conclusion, while there have been improvements in net enrolment rates in
primary and upper primary education in India, much remains to be done to
ensure access to and completion of secondary and higher secondary education,
especially for girls. As Divya, Kabir and Nayana’s stories demonstrate, the
transition rates between levels are still a major concern. The declining NERs
at each stage highlight the system's struggle with retention. Simply enroling
children is not enough; ensuring they stay in school and progress through the
grades is crucial for achieving universal education. Strengthening vocational
education in schools, evening schools to encourage retention and reduce
dropouts, and awareness campaigns on the negative impacts of early marriage
are crucial. We must address the factors contributing to the low NERs at the
secondary and higher secondary levels.



