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ACTIVITY SHEET |: EXPLORE LIFE ON
A WALL

Aim:

Lavanya Karthik's book ‘The Girl Who Was a Forest’ tells us about the joy Janaki Ammal found in
observing non-human life forms around her home. Do you see many kinds of plants and animals in
your neighbourhood? Where can you find them? Have you seen any of them on the walls of your
classroom or house?
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Paper and pencil A magnifying lens (optional)

You will need:

What to do:

You could do this by yourself or with a friend. Choose a patch of the outer wall around your school
or home. Take 15 minutes to observe it. Use a plain sheet of paper to record your observations. Note
down the time of the day. Try and describe every form of life (and anything they build) that you see
on it in as much detail as you can. What does it look like? How big is it? What colours do you see on
it? What do you think it is using the wall for?

Record:

Draw a box (like the one on this page) in
your notebook. You can make it as long
and wide as you want. Use this box to
draw the patch of wall that you observed.
Is the wall old or new? What colour is

it? Is it smooth or rough? What shapes,
textures, and patterns do you see? What
life forms did you see?
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Contributed by:

Nature Classrooms, which develops nature education resources that support the teaching-learning of the preparatory-stage
Environmental Studies (EVS) curriculum and conducts capacity-building workshops on nature learning for school teachers and
educators. This material is licensed to Nature Classrooms under CC BY-SA 4.0. This version has been modified for i wonder...
readers and published with permission from the right owners. You can see more of Nature Classrooms’ work here.
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